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Accessible Adobe PDF file 

This file was checked with the Adobe Accessibility Checker tool and no accessibility 

issues were found. People with disabilities will have no difficulty reading it. 

ƚƮƳƬƦǀƺƮ: This Catalog has been transcripted and is made available in the 

following alternative accessible formats: 

¶ Accessible Adobe PDF file 

¶ Accessible MS Word file 

¶ Equivalent plain text format (TXT) 

¶ Equivalent audio format (MP3), with synthetic voice by means of text-to-

speech (ƛƛS) technology 

¶ Accessible HTML in conformance to WCAG 2.0 (AA conformance level) 

Download 

the version  

that best suits  

your needs 

 

What are the QR codes in this Catalog 

about? 

As you can see, this Catalog makes use of Quick 

Response Codes (QRs), which act as barcodes that 

can be scanned with your device®s camera for quick 

access to web addresses without having to type or 

remember the address. 

So, for example, scanning the QR code next to the 

description of a producer of handmade crafts and if your device has Internet 

access (e.g., is connected to Wi-Fi or uses mobile Internet data), you are 

automatically redirected to a webpage (at the site portal.socialcrafts.eu) where 

you may find additional information and detailed data about the producer in 

question.

 

Our suggestion for easy use 

of the Catalog 

For easy and practical use of the 

Catalog it is recommended: Use it in its 

printed form and scan the codes with 

the camera of your device or directly 

open the file on your device and use the 

codes as simple links, without having to 

scan them (e.g., by simply clicking on 

the QR images in PDF or with Ctrl + 

click on the QR images in Word). 

How to scan the QR codes 

If you have an iPhone, open the built-in 

camera app, then point the camera at 

the QR code (as if you want to take a 

picture of it). At the top of the screen, 

you will see a notification with the 

source of the page. If you select it, you 

will automatically be redirected to that 

page. 

If you have an Android, open the built-

in camera app (with Bixby Vision 

enabled), then focus on the QR code (as 

if you want to take a picture of it). As 

soon as the camera "sees" the code, the 

relevant page will automatically open. 

Alternatively, you can find and install on 

your device one of the many QR code 

scanning apps available in the Google 

Play Store (Android) and App Store 

(iPhone) - search for 'QR code 

scanner'.  

Tips: Make sure the code is adequately 

lit. If necessary, turn on your flashlight. 

When scanning, hold the phone firmly 

and find the correct distance so that the 

camera can focus correctly on the code. 

Make sure the entire code is displayed 

within the camera®s detection area. 
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Disclaimer 

The Prefectural Association of Persons with Disabilities of the 

Prefecture of Kavala (N.S. AMEA Kavalas) is not responsible 

for any inaccurate or outdated information in this Catalog. 

Despite the fact that every effort has been made to provide as 

accurate information and information as possible, e.g., 

regarding the producers, their activities and creations 

presented in this publication and the related web portal, N.S. 

AMEA Kavalas bears no responsibility, nor can it be held 

accountable for any changes or omissions or inaccuracies that 

may exist. 

Please contact local producers directly to verify the 

information that is important to you. 

 

If any of the information in this Catalog needs updating, please 

email your comments to amea_nkav@hotmail.gr. 

N.S. AMEA N. Kavalas bears no responsibility for information 

coming from private individuals. It is not involved and bears 

no responsibility for the services provided by the displayed 

producers/artisans. And is not involved in any transaction 

between featured producers/artisans and interested buyers. 

N.S. AMEA Kavalas cannot control, nor is it responsible for, 

the content of the third-party websites listed in the Catalog 

and does not guarantee or promise anything about them. Any 

visit to third-party websites is the sole responsibility of the 

reader. 

 

 

mailto:amea_nkav@hotmail.gr
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A few words about the 

SocialCrafts project 
 

Our vision... 

Through the SocialCrafts project, we envision to establish 

a cross-border network of support structures (Hubs) that 

will serve as an ecosystem for encouraging and 

supporting existing and new artisans of handicrafts to 

develop their business into social enterprises which will 

offer new and improved job opportunities for all. Including 

persons with disabilities, senior people, and other 

vulnerable groups. 

 

ACTIVITIES-INTERVENTIONS 

± Preparation activities, such as preliminary studies in 

the cross-border area (with emphasis on traditional 

handicrafts, employment of disadvantaged people, 

social economy, etc.), study visits abroad to exchange 

good practices, etc. 

± Awareness raising events for the general public (4 

local workshops) and training activities for artisans (6 

seminars), for disadvantaged people (2 seminars) and 

for local authorities, donors and other stakeholders (2 

national workshops). 

± A guide for new social inclusion businesses. 

± Two Integration & Support Centers, which provide 

development and promotion services to artisans 

(incubators) and integration services to disadvantaged 

people. 

± A pilot integration program (supporting 40 artisans 

and 100 disadvantaged people) on the premises of the 

Centers and operation of mobile units to provide the 

services of the Centers to artisans and disadvantaged 

people in remote areas (additional 40 artisans and 100 

disadvantaged people). 

± Open competition for new business ideas in the field 

of traditional crafts, with prizes as well as support for 

the development of detailed business plans and the 

establishment of new social enterprises. 

± A fully accessible online platform for the promotion of 

handicrafts in the cross-border region (in the form of 

an ¯online Social Mall°). 

± A mobile app for network members (handicraft 

sellers). 

± A promotional directory of artisans and handmade 

products. 

± Two traditional festivals for traditional crafts. 

± Networking with organizations, educational 

institutions, etc. 

The SocialCrafts project implements activities in Razlog, 

Kavala, Blagoevgrad, Thessaloniki and Haskovo, covering 

5 of the 11 NUTS III regions and the four administrative 

regions of the cross-border region (GR 11, 12, BG 41, 

42).  

The partnership has been structured in a way to maximize 

geographic coverage as partners act as regional/local 

antennas to spread the message to adjacent areas. 

 

RESULTS 
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A few words about the 

new Employment & 

Entrepreneurship 

Centers in the craft 

sector of the project 
 

 

SERVICES FOR PRODUCERS OF HANDMADE CRAFTS 

± Consultancy and support services for the development 

of existing and new production units in the field of 

crafts (commercial & business development) 

± Consultancy and support services for the creation of 

new KoinSEp in the field of crafts (social 

entrepreneurship) which combine the characteristics 

of a company "Collective and Productive Purpose" 

(protection and preservation of traditional arts) and 

"Integration" (employment of vulnerable people) 

± Consultancy and support services for the improvement 

of business friendliness to citizens with disabilities, 

according to the ELOT Standard 1439:2013 

"Organization friendly to citizens with disabilities-

Requirements & Recommendations" (accessible 

infrastructure, services and products) 

 

SERVICES FOR VULNERABLE PEOPLE 

Such as people with disabilities (physical or mental or 

sensory), people addicted to or detoxed from substances, 

HIV-positive, long-term unemployed, ex-convicts, 

members of single-parent families, etc. 

± Counseling for the improvement of personal skills, 

such as strengthening self-esteem and self-

confidence, finding a job, guidance for maintaining a 

job, etc. (personal development) 

± Training to improve skills in craft fields, 

apprenticeships in crafts of their choice, etc. (skills 

development) 

± Support for (re-) integration into the labor market, 

including sectors other than that of crafts (labor market 

integration) 

 

THE CENTRE AT THE TOWN OF KAVALA 

The model Support Center in Kavala is hosted in a room (about 

30 sq.m.) that the Regional Association of the Blind of North 

Macedonia made available in its offices, in the POLA apartment 

building on the beach of Kavala. The space is fully 

accessible/accessible for people with disabilities (pathway for 

the blind and ramps on Ethn. Antistaseos Street, parking spaces 

for disabled people near the building, special mechanism-lift 

for people with wheelchairs at the entrance of the building, 

accessible elevators, accessible WC in the premises of the 

Union, etc.). 

The space has, among other things, a fully accessible 

workstation with installed assistive technologies for blind 

people, people with vision problems and people with mobility 

restrictions, a studio with special equipment for photographing 

handicraft products, a Braille printer (embosser), a Braille 

typewriter, etc. 

 

 2, Ethn. Antistaseos str. (OLK apartments building), 65403 

Kavala, Greece 

 Phone & Fax: +30 2510 232303 

 E-mail: amea_nkav@hotmail.gr  

mailto:amea_nkav@hotmail.gr
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New website with unique handmade creations  

from Greece and Bulgaria 

https:// portal.socialcrafts.eu

Choose among hundreds of unique hand-crafted 

items from artisans who are devoted to offer job 

opportunities to persons with disabilities and 

individuals that had been facing exclusion from the 

labor market. 

Each purchase from our artists pays back the income 

of disadvantaged persons who love being part of 

creative teams that share an exceptional dream: To 

leave no one behind! 

https://portal.socialcrafts.eu/


 

 

 

MADE FOR SENSITIZED MAKERS 
Register now and present to the world 

your one-of-a-kind goods 

 

How to search for items (products) and artist collections 

(shops)? 

You can use our themed catalogues or use the search bar to 

look for items or producers. If you need to get in touch with a 

producer about an item presented online or if you want to 

discuss your order, you can reach out to the shop owner 

directly. 

Who are sellers? 

Shop owners (or ¯producers°) included in our platform are 

social enterprises who promote work integration of vulnerable 

individuals. They are fully independent and create their own 

collections and manage their own sells. 

 

How to open your own shop? 

First, you need to sign in or create a SocialCrafts account. 

Choose a memorable name that reflects your style. Describe 

the labour inclusion policy of your business. Add product 

listings to your shop and you are ready for your worldwide 

debut. 

Do you need help for setting up and stocking your shop? 

Explore our support services for shop owners and let us help 

you with your shop®s branding and marketing. Let our experts 

do a professional photo shooting of your creations and help 

you get started on SocialCrafts.

MADE BY PEOPLE WITH PASION 
Make your shopping and let us all  

earn pure smiles! 

 

Are you looking for job opportunities offered to 

people from vulnerable groups by producers of 

handmade crafts in Greece or Bulgaria; Contact 

our Support Centers in Kavala or Razlog now! 
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Bulgarian arts and crafts 

Bulgaria has an extremely rich tradition in arts and crafts, 

with many creations and techniques unique to specific 

regions and cities. By studying the history of Bulgarian 

crafts, one learns a lot about the traditions and beliefs of 

the people, as well as their way of life throughout history. 

Traditional Bulgarian crafts have been passed down from 

generation to generation, from father to son, from master 

craftsmen to apprentice craftsmen. Unfortunately, today 

there is a lack of continuity, and most crafts will 

disappear with the last local craftsman. 

 

EMBROIDERY 

 

Bulgarian embroidery is characterized by the abundant 

use of geometric shapes. They are arranged along hems, 

necklines, tablecloths, to form continuous lines of color 

that add many shades of rainbow to white shirts and 

bedspreads that decorate the house. Plants are 

ubiquitous in Bulgarian embroidery, as nature has always 

surrounded Bulgarian households and has been a strong 

source of inspiration. 

 

POTTERY 

 

Bulgarian potters are still famous and their works are 

worthy souvenirs. In the past, Troyan, Gabrovo, Teteven 

were known pottery centers. Engraving or painting 

straight lines on pottery objects was common, and later 

colorful designs spread on pots, jugs, etc. by the 

Bulgarian potters. Nowadays, applications also 

contribute to the decoration of vases. 

 

ICONOGRAPHY 

 

Iconography was also an art that had many followers. It 

has its roots in the adoption of the Christian faith in 

Bulgaria in the ninth and tenth centuries. Continuing 

through the centuries, it developed into a tradition that 

reached its peak during the second Bulgarian Kingdom. 

Initially characterized by asceticism, Bulgarian images 

began to become more realistic, with fuller faces and 

landscapes forming the background. Heavy crowns and 

baroque thrones were introduced and colors became 

more vivid and bright. Cities such as Tryavna, Bansko, 

Samokov were important centers of iconography. 
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WOODWORKING AND ENGRAVING 

 

Carpentry was combined with the manufacture of basic 

items of furniture and utensils to decorate and make 

them more attractive. Even the shepherds' pipes were 

attractively decorated. Chests in Bulgarian homes, cots, 

tables and chairs were decorated with designs that 

included leaves, flowers, and although they were created 

by men, they were excellent renditions of nature's 

genius. Wooden spoons, stools and various musical 

instruments all had carved patterns that made each 

wooden object a work of art. The Tryavna school, in the 

small town of Tryavna in the folds of the Balkan 

Mountains, has always been the hub of woodcarving. 

 

IRONWORK 

 

Crafts and arts in Bulgaria have been associated with 

blacksmithing. Coppersmithing produced cauldrons, coffee 

pots, various dishes, decorated very carefully. While 

bronzeware produced and decorated everyday utilitarian 

objects to grace everyday life, goldsmithing was exclusively 

devoted to decoration. The goldsmiths drew on the traditions 

kept by the ancient Thracians and developed over the 

centuries, and added floral elements and geometric shapes 

 

WEAVING AND TAPESTRY 

 

Weaving and tapestry are also traditional Bulgarian arts that 

are also real arts. The Bulgarians were skilled weavers who 

created their own designs and color combinations. Tapestry 

has a long history in the country, dating as far back as the 

ninth century. The major carpet-making centers in cities such 

as Kotel and Chiprovtsi are still famous for this art. 

People looking at the carpets produced in these two cities will 

notice that the Kotel carpets are characterized by large 

designs, while those of Chiprovtsi are smaller. Carpets woven 

on the Rhodope mountain are another area of arts and crafts, 

with long fringes colored in white, yellow and brown. Weaving 

has created smaller objects which are nevertheless 

particularly rich in colors and shapes, pillowcases, aprons, 

bags, belts that you want to own. 
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Crafts in Greece 

Crafts have occupied man since ancient times. Hephaestus, 

as the mythical craftsman-metallurgist, was praised as the 

anthropomorphic deity of fire, but also as the inner human 

flame of inspiration and creation. In antiquity there is no 

distinction between manual and intellectual work: the 

craftsman uses hands and spirit, and the knowledge of his 

craft places him socially in a peculiar "middle" class between 

aristocrats and slaves. 

The word creator comes from the words municipality and 

project, meaning that the creators work for the municipality, 

the society. Craft work brought people out of isolation. Work, 

craft and community were inseparable among the early 

ancient Greeks. 

For Plato, the term art is associated with the term craft, in the 

sense that art involves the ability to create something with skill 

and knowledge, and therefore for Plato, the concept of art also 

included professions. 

Handicraft was born as a need to meet simultaneous daily 

functional needs (pottery, tapestry, glasswork, metallurgy, 

weaving) and visual, aesthetic needs (woodwork, 

silversmithing, decoration) in pre-industrial societies. 

Today, traditional handicrafts are found either to meet the 

same daily needs in less developed economies, or - in 

developed economies - as an activity that should be preserved 

in the context of cultural heritage and something that carries 

a unique value and authenticity. 

Since 2003, the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of 

the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) included traditional 

handicrafts in the five categories of intangible cultural heritage 

(UNESCO, 2003). The inclusion of traditional handicrafts in 

(APK) is mainly related to the preservation of the knowledge 

and skills involved in the activity and not to the products 

themselves. As with other forms of intangible cultural heritage, 

globalization poses significant challenges to the survival of 

traditional craft forms. Many artisans struggle to adapt to this 

competition. 

Artisans combine artistic and manual skills to design, 

manufacture, repair, adjust, maintain and decorate precision 

instruments, musical instruments, jewelry and other precious 

metals, ceramics and porcelain. They apply traditional and/or 

newly developed techniques to carve, forge, assemble, weave 

and decorate various items from glass, ceramics, textiles, 

straw, stone, wood and leather. 
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Commonly performed tasks include: 

¶ manufacture, calibration, repair, maintenance and 

installation of musical and precision instruments 

¶ manufacture, adaptation, repair or appraisal of jewelry, 

ritual or religious objects, gold, silver, other precious 

metals or precious stones 

¶ cutting, filing, polishing and setting of precious and semi-

precious stones, and engraving designs on jewelry and 

precious metal articles 

¶ preparation of ceramics, porcelain, sanitary ware, bricks, 

tiles and grinding wheels by hand or by machine 

¶ blowing, casting, pressing, cutting, grinding and polishing 

glass or shaping molten glass according to drawings 

¶ decoration of articles made of wood, metal, textiles, glass, 

ceramics and other materials, as well as design, placement 

and painting of letters, numbers, monograms and designs 

for the manufacture of signs 

¶ application of traditional techniques, such as curing or 

impregnation, for processing wood, straw, reed, stone, 

clay, shells and other materials, as well as carving, casting, 

assembling, weaving or painting and decorating various 

objects for personal or household use or for decorative 

purposes 

¶ preparing materials for making wicker furniture, brushes 

and brooms and weaving various types of baskets 

¶ application of traditional techniques and designs for the 

production of fabrics, knitwear, embroidery and other 

clothing and household items 

The history of handicrafts in Greece follows history from early 

civilizations to modern times and evolves with the progress of 

techniques, the discovery of new materials and new methods 

of processing them. Along this path, Greek craftsmen were 

highly valued for their skill and creativity. However, the craft 

activities of the past constitute folk art and today are 

distinguished from the craft activity as we call it today. 

Folk art played a special role in various aspects of Greek 

society, from architecture and sculpture to ceramics and 

metalwork. In all historical periods, from antiquity, the 

Byzantine and Ottoman empires, to modern and modern 

Greek history, handicraft production, folk art was of vital 

importance for the societies of the past as it constituted an 

important economic activity and in the absence of developed 

industrial production covered almost all of people's daily 

functional needs for clothing, transportation, storage, work, 

housing, etc. However, since the producer-artisan had a direct 

relationship with his product and the customer-consumer also 

wanted the satisfaction of his aesthetic needs, the arts and 

crafts of the past now hold an important cultural place in the 

context of cultural heritage. 

Contemporary handicraft is differentiated from folk art 

because it can use techniques and materials from different 

parts of Greece or abroad and the primary goal is the aesthetic 

satisfaction of human needs ² without excluding a utilitarian 

value. 
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POTTERY 

 

Greek pottery is known for its intricate designs and bright 

colors. Pottery was an important art in ancient Greece and has 

a long history in the country. The ancient Greeks used pottery 

for both practical and decorative purposes, and it continues to 

be a popular art in Greece today. 

 

WEAVING 

 

When one refers to the weaving art of Thrace, one must take 

into account that its boundaries extended beyond the borders 

of present-day Greek Thrace. Cities that today do not belong 

to the Greek state, such as Adrianople, Philippoupoli, the 

region of Silyvria, etc., were large centers of Greek weaving 

until the Bulgarian persecutions (1901-1906) and the 

exchange of populations (1919-1925). However, tradition is 

created and continued by people and not by the place they 

live in. That is why after the relocation of the refugees of 

Northern and Eastern Thrace to Greek cities, they carried with 

them all the wealth of their tradition, but also the techniques 

they knew, since in their homelands the textile industry, both 

domestic and laboratory experienced great growth. In the new 

settlements they founded, which they usually gave the name 

of their old homeland, they continued their tradition and arts. 

Their experience, but also their hard work, gave new impetus 

to the already rich textile industry of Thrace, offering new 

artistic material and new techniques. 

 

JEWELRY 

 

Greek jewelry has a long history and is known for its intricate 

designs and use of precious metals and stones. Greek jewelry 

is particularly famous for its use of filigree, which is a 

technique of creating fine metalwork using thin wire. 

 

GLASSMAKING 

 

Glassmaking is an ancient art that has been practiced in 

Greece for centuries. Greek glassblowers are known for their 

ability to create intricate designs and patterns and for their use 

of vibrant colors.
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WOOD CARVING 

 

Wood carving in Greece dates back to early archaic times, 

where wood was used to create statues (xoana). Pausanias 

refers to them in his texts. 

During the 18th century in Greece, parallel to the flourishing 

of architecture and other branches of folk art, a great 

development of woodwork and woodcarving appeared 

throughout the country, which for the most part did not 

develop into an independent art, but into an organic and 

decorative element of architecture. 

Wood carving is a traditional Greek art that has been passed 

down from generation to generation. Greek woodcarvers are 

known for their ability to create intricate designs, and 

traditional Greek woodcarvings often feature images of gods 

and goddesses, as well as geometric designs and scenes from 

everyday life.

 

BASKET WEAVING 

 

Basket weaving is one of the oldest branches of folk 

handicraft. Baskets, in various sizes and shapes (basket, 

basket, paneri), have served people's needs in the past and 

even today for transporting and storing agricultural products, 

pasta, clothing, fruit and other things. Basket making is usually 

done in the spring or fall. The materials used by the basket 

maker are flexible branches or tender shoots (stems) of 

linden, willow, myrtle and reeds or rushes found on the banks 

of rivers. The handmade baskets that are made with natural 

materials are unique, ecological, have great resistance to time, 

serve the needs of daily life, while decorating traditional 

houses, hotels, shops, farms and places where folk arts are 

displayed. 
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Visit our new webpage portal.socialcrafts.eu 

to discover artisans from Greece and Bulgaria  

with unique handmade creations! 

TSVETA  

ANTONOVA 

 

 

Shop: DressedBoxes 

Personalized gifts, baby gifts, 

blankets, T-shirts, models. Items are 

produced on an order basis. 

 

Bulgarian Ethno T-shirts 

100% cotton with a hand-woven 

design (heather colors contain 

polyester) 

VALENTINA 

 

Shop: Booklove 

Digital cliparts, seamless patterns, 

digital templates in various kinds for 

seasonal gifts. 

 

Bookmark with traditional Bulgarian 

embroidery 

Handmade leatherette bookmark with 

traditional Bulgarian hand embroidery. 
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Visit our new webpage portal.socialcrafts.eu 

to discover artisans from Greece and Bulgaria  

with unique handmade creations! 

BOUGAINVILLEA  

BLUE 

 

 

Handmade gifts and Greek  

charms. Bracelets, New Year's 

charms, etc. 

 

 

Handmade charm against the evil eye 

Handmade bracelet from Greece with 

a charm against the evil eye. Perfect 

charm for a gift or for yourself. 

 

 

 

MERT 

 

 

Shop: PELLADA 

Handmade jewelry. Choose for among 

colour options (oxidized (black), gold 

plated and silver). 

 

Earrings with the owl of the goddess 

Athena 

Intaglio glass earrings with Glauka, 

the sacred bird of the Goddess 

Athena, symbol of wisdom, prudence, 

but also of the city of Athens. 

24K Gold over 925 Sterling Silver. 

Length: 5.1cm Gemstone: Glass / 

Topaz. 
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Visit our new webpage portal.socialcrafts.eu 

to discover artisans from Greece and Bulgaria  

with unique handmade creations! 

NATASA 

 

Shop: Street Stories  

Unique handmade art products and 

photo prints from Greece. 

 

Ceramic boat 

for the evil eye 

Small handmade ceramic boat with 

peephole, Greek souvenir, home 

decoration. Bronze and clay. 

Dimensions: 14x12x5 cm (WxHxD). 

EMMA 

 

Shop: Keralifi 

Traditional Greek products. Creams, 

hand, lip, body balms, etc. 

 

Body balm with beeswax 

Natural moisturizer for sensitive skin, 

dry hands, eczema balm, self-care 

gift, corn balm. Made with 100% pure 

ingredients: Greek pure and natural 

beeswax and Greek extra virgin olive 

oil. 
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Greece-Bulgaria cross-border area 

The Greece-Bulgaria cross- border 

cooperation area for the programming 

period 2014-2020 extends to 40.202 km2 

and has a total population of 2.7 million 

inhabitants. The area extends across the 

entire Greek-Bulgarian border and is 

neighboring with Turkey (east) and North 

Macedonia (west), both countries 

aspiring to access to the EU. The 

settlement structure of the area is 

characterized by the presence of 10 

medium- large cities (>50.000 

inhabitants), which accumulate 38,2% of 

total population, and 25 small cities 

(10.000-50.000 inhabitants). 

The Greece-Bulgaria cross-border region 

is one of the poorest in the European 

Union, as GDP per capita is below 50% of 

the E28 average, but it is characterized by 

very rich and diverse cultural and natural 

resources. While in 2007 unemployment 

rates for cross-border regions were on 

average close to or below national rates 

and below the EU27 average rate, 

unemployment began to rise rapidly - 

especially in Greece - soon after the 

financial crisis in 2008 reaching record 

levels in 2013. 

In addition, the region shows significantly 

higher percentages of the population in 

the EU28 at risk of poverty or social 

exclusion (3-4 times higher). The main 

reason for the large discrepancy is the 

comparatively higher rates of long-term 

unemployment and the higher share of 

people living in areas with low work 

intensity and low-income levels. The 

proportion of people living in areas with 

low labor intensity has been increasing 

since 2010 on both sides of the border. 

The high number of people experiencing 

poverty and social exclusion in the region 

is also attributed to the presence of 

various vulnerable groups, such as 

minorities, internal migrants, asylum 

seekers and foreign persons under 

subsidiary protection. The higher risk of 

poverty and social exclusion among these 

groups is mainly associated with long-

term unemployment and economic 

inactivity. 



 

 

Greece-Bulgaria cross-border area 

GREEK SIDE 

   
 

A FEW WORDS ABOYT THE 

GREEK AREAS 

The Greek area includes seven (7) 

Regional Units of Greece (from east to 

west): Evros, Rodopi, Xanthi, Kavala, 

Drama, Serres and Thessaloniki. 

The area possesses significant transport 

infrastructures. It is served by three (3) 

ports of national/international importance   

(the Thessaloniki port, the double port of 

Kavala and the port of Alexandroupolis) 

and three (3) main airports (the 

International Airport ¯Makedonia°, at 

Thessaloniki, the Airport ¯Great Alexander° 

at Kavala and the Airport ¯Democritus° at 

Alexandroupolis). 

Across the area, the most important 

transport infrastructure is the road network 

which has improved significantly in the 

past, with the construction of the Egnatia   

motorway (the A2 motorway of 670 km, 

which is part of the European Route E90, 

starting from Igoumenitsa up to the 

Greece-Turkey borders in Kipoi - see. 

https://cutt.ly/tG73g1Y), of several vertical 

axes connecting Greece to Bulgaria and of 

large portions of A3 motorways. 

The area is also served by train 

(Thessaloniki-Drama-Alexandroupoli, see 

https://cutt.ly/HG78EDm) and long 

distance bus services (e.g., see 

https://cutt.ly/oG74h02). 

 

Evros, the region of Greece that for an 

explorer who loves surprises and mystery, 

can become a magical place. First stop, 

Alexandroupolis, the capital of the 

Regional Unit, located at the southern end. 

From there either through Egnatia or 

through the National Road that reaches 

Ormenio, one may explore the whole area. 

Start with a walk in the port of 

Alexandroupolis to see its trademark, the 

impressive and imposing Lighthouse built 

in 1850 and is the naval symbol of the city. 

Before leaving the city do not forget to pay 

a visit to the Ethnological Museum of 

Thrace. 

After getting a deeper insight to the area®s 

tradition, folklore and history, you may 

head to the north, starting from the famous 

Evros Delta, the home of the Pink 

Flamingos, which is only 20 minutes away 

from the city. If you are staying for more 

days in the area, you are advised to visit 

some small and picturesque towns on the 

north, such as Feres, Tichero, Soufli, 

Didimoticho, Orestiada and Adrianoupoli. 

And if you prefer an island, here is ¯the 

island of the Great Gods°, referred by 

mythology as island of Aeolus, 

Samothrace (1h and 5min with ferry from 

Alexandroupoli). 

 

Rodopi is a special destination. The 

history of the area is captured in front of 

the eyes of the visitor, both in the capital 

city, Komotini and in the whole area of 

the Regional Unit. The rich natural 

environment with the habitats and the 

forests, still maintains the physiognomy 

of the ¯virgin°, while the geomorphology 

allows easy access to the urban fabric, 

the mountainous volume but also to the 

coastal front that is characterized by 

smooth land ends at sea. Also, the 

element of interculturalism, 

characterizes the region, as two different 

cultures and two different religions come 

together, creating a unique combination 

that is reflected in the alleys of the 

towns, in traditional products, in 

celebrations and events, in customs and 

traditions but also in the local 

gastronomy.  

Among the key attractions of the area 

stand the beautiful beaches on the 

coastline (4 of which with blue flag), 

Fanari (a seaside village at the southwest 

of Komotini), the Medieval bridge in 

Polyanthos, the Ancient Theatre 

Maronia, the various museums in 

Komotini, mountain Papikio and the 

lakes Ismarida and Vistonida. 

https://cutt.ly/tG73g1Y
https://cutt.ly/HG78EDm
https://cutt.ly/oG74h02
https://data.access2heritage.eu/en?region=evros
https://data.access2heritage.eu/en?region=rodopi


 

 

 

Xanthi, the ¯noble Lady of Thrace°, is 

capital of the homonymous Regional 

Unit, amphitheatrically built on the foot 

of Rodopi mountain range. Whether you 

are a history or tradition fan, a lover of 

nature, a food specialist wanting to 

indulge in delicious local specialties and 

eastern type sweets, or even an 

entertainment addict seeking to 

experience the city®s vibrant night life, 

the region of Xanthi will definitely satisfy 

even the most demanding ones amongst 

you. Get a deeper insight into the rich 

history of the area through your visit to 

the Folk Art Museum, the Natural History 

Museum, the Municipal Gallery and the 

Avdera Archaeological site.  

Nature lovers will discover that Xanthi is 

an unspoiled paradise: the serpentine 

river Nestos, its Delta and its passes, the 

Drymos Forest, lake Vistonida, the forest 

village of Erimanthos and Rodopi 

mountain range with its virgin forests 

and traditional villages are only some of 

its gems. Among the mountain villages 

stand out the ¯Pomakohoria°, a cluster of 

approximately 40 villages north of 

Xanthi, renowned for their cultural and 

architectural uniqueness. 

 

 

The Regional Unit of Kavala is a popular 

tourist destination for Greeks and 

foreigners, mainly Balkans, Russians, 

and Turks, throughout the year. Perched 

at the foot of mount Symbolo, the city of 

Kavala, like a balcony in the Aegean, 

opens its arms, ready to receive you, 

introduce you to its secrets and to travel 

you from antiquity to the present. Apart 

from the deep blue sea and the clean 

sandy shores, the very good hotel 

infrastructure, the various thermal 

springs, Kavala is also a place of 

Christian and archaeological interest. 

Remarkably close to Kavala is the 

ancient city of Philippi, on the road of the 

Ancient Egnatia Road, the most 

important archaeological site of Eastern 

Macedonia with its ancient theatre and 

castle. In Kavala, the surrounding area 

and Thassos island, there are endless 

kilometres of coastline with clear blue 

waters and white sand that will surely 

impress even the most demanding 

visitor. 

 

 

Drama, the capital of the homonymous 

Regional Unit, built at the foot of the 

imposing mountain Falakro, in a verdant 

area with abundant water sources, is 

beautiful and hospitable, featuring 

picturesque neighbourhoods, spacious 

squares, green areas and well preserved 

neoclassical mansions. Apart from 

Drama and its numerous attractions 

which include the Agia Varvara Park, an 

idyllic location in the city centre, with 

fountains, small lakes and waterfalls, 

tavernas, an outdoor theatre and leisure 

venues, the Municipal Art Hall 

¯Eleftheria°, the Agia Sophia Byzantine 

Church (10th century), the Taxiarxhes 

Chapel, the Archaeological Museum, the 

Ecclesiastical Museum and the 

Korylovos Hill with its tourist pavilion, 

sports facilities and a marvellous view, 

other must-see attractions of the area 

include the villages Choristi (5km SE), 

Monastiraki (6km N), Adriani (7km E), 

Taxiarches (10km NE), Doxato (10km 

SE) and Agios Athanassios (12km SE). 

 

 

Serres, a place of nobility and history. 

The Regional Unit of Serres covers a 

geographical region that stretches from 

Strymonian Gulf in the south to the 

Greek-Bulgarian border in the north. 

Serres is mainly continental and thus 

has a complete road network connecting 

it with the surrounding areas. In the 

Regional Unit of Serres there is also the 

largest entry point of the country, 

Promachonas. In Serres city, the capital 

of the Unit, the most renowned attraction 

is the Acropolis (Koulas), but pay also a 

visit to its Ottoman mosques Zincirli 

Mosque (16th century), Ahmet Pasha 

Mosque and Koja Mustafa Pasha 

Mosque, to the Sarakatsani Folklore 

Museum and the Natural History 

Museum. Other must-see attractions of 

the area include the Holy Monastery of 

Timios Prodromos (13th century), 

Amphipolis, Alistratis Cave and the Lailia 

Forest and Ski Center. 

 

 

Thessaloniki, founded in 315 BC and 

named after the sister of Alexander the 

Great, is the second largest city in 

Greece and capital of the Region of 

Central Macedonia. The city, located on 

the Thermaic Gulf, is a popular tourist 

destination in Greece and the country®s 

second major economic, industrial, 

commercial and political centre; it is a 

major transportation hub for Greece and 

south-eastern Europe. The city is 

renowned for its festivals, events and 

vibrant cultural life in general and 

exhibits Byzantine architecture, 

including numerous Paleochristian and 

Byzantine monuments, World Heritage 

Sites, as well as several Roman, 

Ottoman and Sephardic Jewish 

structures. The homonymous Regional 

Unit also includes the Municipality of 

Volvi, a destination that has everything; 

a unique combination of enchanting 

blue flagged beaches, green mountains 

with lush forests and Volvi Lake, the 

second largest one in Greece. 

 

https://data.access2heritage.eu/en?region=xanthi
https://data.access2heritage.eu/en?region=kavala
https://data.access2heritage.eu/en?region=drama
https://data.access2heritage.eu/en?region=serres
https://data.access2heritage.eu/en?region=thessaloniki


 

 

Greece-Bulgaria cross-border area 

BULGARIAN SIDE 

   
 

A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE BULGARIAN 

AREAS 

The Bulgarian area includes four (4) Provinces 

of Bulgaria (from east to west): Haskovo, 

Kardzhali, Smolyan and Blagoevgrad. 

Bulgarian districts exhibit a much lower level 

of economic development (below ¼) than 

their Greek counterparts, mainly attributable to 

the fact that Bulgaria has long been a transition 

economy. Blagoevgrad and Haskovo are 

considered industry and trade dominated, 

while Smolyan and Kardzhali, industry and 

agriculture dominated. 

The area is characterized by many and 

important natural resources, including a large 

number of protected natural sites. The area 

comprises the mountain ranges of Rila, Pirin 

and Rodopi, featuring outstanding forests and 

cross- border rivers: Struma (Strymon), Mesta 

(Nestos), Arda and Maritsa (Evros). 

The road network connectivity through A3 and 

A4 motorways has improved significantly in 

the past Nevertheless, lower-level roads are at 

various stages of disrepair reducing mobility 

especially in the mountain ranges. The area is 

deficient in terms or railway and multi-modal 

infrastructure. The largest concentrations of 

accommodation establishments are in the 

district of Smolyan. 

 

 

 

Haskovo Province is neighbouring Greece and 

Turkey to the southeast, comprising parts of 

the Thracian valley along the river Maritsa. It 

is named after its administrative and industrial 

centre - the city of Haskovo. The province 

embraces a territory of 5.533,3 km2 that is 

divided into 11 municipalities with a total 

population of 256,408 inhabitants (2009). The 

first settlement found in Haskovo is from circa 

5.000 BC. Haskovo celebrated its 1.000th 

anniversary as a town in 1985. To mark the 

event, a new clock tower was erected in the 

centre of the town. The most notable cultural 

landmarks in Haskovo are the Ivan Dimov 

drama theatre, the Museum of History, and an 

art gallery. The annual Colourful Thrace Sings 

and Dances folk festival takes place in the 

nearby park Kenana. Municipal landmarks 

include the Thracian Aleksandrovo tomb as 

well as Uzundzhovo®s Church of the 

Assumption. In 1395 the Eski cami Mosque 

was built as one of the first in the Balkans. 

 

 

Kardzhali Province is also neighbouring 

Greece with the Greek regional units of Xanthi, 

Rhodope, and Evros to the south and east. It 

is 32.09,1 km2 in area. Its main city is 

Kardzhali, named after the 14th-century 

Ottoman conqueror KĿrca Ali, from the Turkish 

name KĿrca and the Islamic name Ali, derived 

from an Arabic root which means ¯high° or 

¯Elevated°. Kardzhali is located in the low 

eastern part of Rhodope Mountains, on both 

banks of the river Arda between the Kardzhali 

Reservoir to the west and the Studen 

Kladenets Reservoir to the east. The town has 

a crossroad position from Thrace to the 

Aegean Sea ³ part of European Route 9, via 

the Makaza mountain pass. Formerly Kardzhali 

was a tobacco processing center, but 

nowadays retail trade and services constitute 

the largest share of local production. The 

abundance of cultural and natural sights in the 

area also makes it a promising area for 

tourism. 

 

 

Smolyan Province is a province in Southern-

central Bulgaria, located in the Rhodope 

Mountains, neighbouring Greece to the south. 

It is named after its administrative and 

industrial centre ³ the city of Smolyan 

(famous ski resorts Pamporovo and 

Chepelare).

https://data.access2heritage.eu/en/default?region=haskovo
https://data.access2heritage.eu/en/default?region=kardzhali
https://data.access2heritage.eu/en/default?region=smolyan


 

 

The province embraces a territory of 3.192,8 

km2 that is divided into 10 municipalities with 

a total population of 124.795 inhabitants 

(2009). The economy of the province is based 

on tourism, mining, timber and machine 

industries and livestock raising. The main 

crops of the region are potatoes (about 30% 

of the national production), rye and barley; but 

sheep, pigs and cattle are of greater 

importance for the agriculture. The dense 

coniferous forests are prerequisite for well- 

developed timber industry in Dospat, 

Smolyan, Devin. In Smolyan there are big 

plants producing machine tools and other 

machinery, while textile industry is mainly 

developed to the east in Nedelino, Zlatograd, 

Madan and Rudozem.

 

Blagoevgrad Province neighbours the Greek 

region of Macedonia to the south, and North 

Macedonia to the west and has 14 

municipalities with 12 towns. Its principal city 

is Blagoevgrad, located in the valley of the 

Struma River at the foot of the Rila Mountains, 

while other significant towns include Bansko 

(also famous ski resort), Gotse Delchev, 

Petrich, Razlog, Sandanski, and Simitli.

Historical and archaeological monuments 

include the ruins of antique Thracian and 

Roman settlements, Early Christian basilicas, 

medieval Byzantine and Bulgarian towns, 

monasteries and fortresses, as well as many 

preserved buildings and whole villages. Two 

universities, a theatre, a library and an opera 

house are situated in Blagoevgrad. There are 

art galleries in Bansko, Blagoevgrad and 

Sandanski. Many small cultural institutions, 

chitalishta, are dispersed around the province, 

along with 10 museums that preserve the rich 

historical, ethnographic and archaeological 

heritage. 

https://data.access2heritage.eu/en/default?region=blagoevgrad


 

 

 PROJECT PARTNERS OF 

SOCIALCRAFTS 

International Initiatives for Cooperation 

(Lead Beneficiary) 

https://iicbg.org 

 

Prefectural Association of People with 

disabilities of Kavala® s Prefecture 

www.amea.kavala.gr  

 

Association Regional Center for 

vocational education training to CCI ² 

Blagoevgrad 

 

National Confederation of Disabled 

People, Greece (E.S.A.meA.) 

www.esamea.gr  

 

Union of Hellenic Chambers of 

Commerce 

www.uhc.gr  

 

Association ¯Business Center-Maritza° 

http://bcentermaritza.weebly.com 

 


