The complex of the Gate of the Bridge, which was given, due to time
and in an era where the misinterpretation flourished, the common
name “Watergates”, it seems in its flourishing period like a kind of a
small fortress which is formed in the early 15" century, attached to
the byzantine gate limited by the two pentagon towers. The new
square tower is arranged
" diagonally across its
enclosure in order,

- " to be harmonized

gy . : :
« w..' &" - : with their interesting
facade.

The complex faces the bridge that lays in ruins underneath the
contemporary one “of the No. 8 provincial road”, visible only when
the level of Erythropotamos is lowered.

The composite ground plan of the complex and its connection with

the farther area of the river would have indicate its use as a customs
station, if it had not been, during the excavations of this project for
the discovery of the cobblestone uphill and curved road, brought to

light the relief wing of an eagle.

The whole marble relief of the
eagle would stand on the arched
lintel of the inner gate
submitting its identification with
the imperial one. Its position is
the only one that provides the
easier access atop of the hill
where the palace stand.

Judging by the unassembled sum of pieces of red-colored and well-

shaped jugs, which had made the city famed in the Mediterranean,
it probably pre exists that
of the bakery which is
depicted in the picturesque
photograph of George
Lampakis (1909).
Therefore the Gates of the
Bridge achieve and reflect
the stratigraphy of the
historicity of the city.
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THE CASTLE OF DIDYMOTEICHON
AND THE GATE OF THE BRIDGE

the material essence of the history
of two empires




The Castle of Didymoteichon - the different semantic version
“Didymotychon” of the ancient inscription is depicted as a wish, —
which crowns the small city of the far reaches of our country, emerged
from the thick fogs of the conjunction of two great rivers,
Erythropotamos and the gold bearer and navigable Hebrus, accounted
as, in its prime times, “achievement of all wars”. Discontinued from its
twin installation, whose foundation is attributed to the roman emperor
Trajanus (98-117), which is being excavated on the opposite hill of
Hagia Petra, was going to play an important role during the later,
mostly, byzantine period, therefore it becomes the seat of insurgent
emperors Andronikos III Palaiologos (1328-1341) and John VI
Kantakouzenos (1341-1354). The instatement in the palace of the city,
which once upon a time opened wide its gates also for the citizens, of
the court meants that important state and diplomatic incidents were
going to take place in its area which became the reason for recording
details of life of the city, which we otherwise would ignore. For the
celebration of the birth of John V Palaiologos on the 18% of June 1332
there will organized a great tournament “justra” and “tournament”, of
Olympic like chivalry games, as recorded in detail. The grand papiaina
Aspietissa will pledge her jewelry in order for the metropolis to
confront its economic obligations. Its Metropolitan Ilarion will devise a
plan to prove the innocence of the wife of one of the respected, as he
says, citizens as she is going to be found carrying an incandescent iron
unharmed. Theodora the daughter of Kantakouzenos is going to meet
Omur Aydinoglu in secret, in one of the palace gardens but in the end
she will be married to Orhan son of Osman, defining in this way the
flow of the history she was trying to prevent. The testimony of the
prosperity in the city of the doctors who managed to overcome difficult
situations, should convince us also for other categories of intelligence. It
seems to lag behind in the wine quality and its fruits but perhaps we
should question the testimony of the megas logothetes Theodor
Metochitis, since he was found exiled in one of the city’s convents.
More or less the city will be famed as a “horrible prison”. The dynastic
conflicts end with the Ottomans in the foreground. In 1361 or a little
later Murat I (1360-1389) will order the transportation of his throne
here and Didymoteichon will be the first city, of his advance in Thrace,
to sustain its walls — its transfiguration will be held outside of them —
with the Christians remaining in their covered territory and “their
monasteries ringing their bells”. We know from literature, the
Hodegetria, Pantocrator and the monastery of Archangel Michael, as
well as the temple of St. George of Palaiokastritis.

In the standing ecclesiastic monuments, which mostly are correspon-
ded, it is not always fluent to narrate their past since they were drasti-
cally renovated during the 19 century with the untouched exception of
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the single-nave church of St. Aikaterini

the apse of St. George of the Armenians
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and the north branch
of the ambulatory of
an ancient katholikon
destined for burial use, that reaches the metropolitan church of St.
Athanasios. On its north wall a monk in inscribed the remembrance
of the ascension of Kantakouzenos on the throne. Dominating is the
highly artistic level of the architectural, sculptural and painted
decoration, which, even though extremely partially conserved, it

resembles to an imperial laboratory.

Its detailed examination
that the late Byzantium was settled on its
immediately preceding era, whilst the

Early Christian rather remains, hidden
and extended to the hill of Hagia Petra,

explaining with certainty the toponyms:

Didymoteichon as well as the Twin City.

The “hipper dexterus and overwhelming to conquer” castle evolves
surrounding the face of the limestone rock of the absolute altitude of
164m. The fortified enclosure, conserved at a length of 1000m., is
reinforced with square, round and pentagon towers in non irregular
spaces — depicting the exact needs and obeying the landscape, which
on the west side is altered significantly. Sporadically, are conserved
the inscriptions or the monograms of the officials who undertook
the renovation, the restoration or their fortification during the
referenced periods, reinforcing the skeleton that is attributed to
emperor Justinian (527-565), even though he only restorated the
parts that desperately needed restoration, since the city was also
impenetrable. The urban housing order is structured with rock
carving which allows its excavation for the reception of warehouses
and wells according to Nicephorus Gregoras and of laboratories as
the excavations indicate, on top of which the wooden logging of
the houses was adapted. The same material allows the engraving of
the roads, narrow and uphill and often tiered, while giving the
dimension of picturesqueness to the whole which was lost during
the 20th century in order to give its place to the study of the traces
left behind.



