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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL

***** REGIONAL AND URBAN POLICY
* *
T n” The Director-General

Brussels,

Subject:Closure of the cooperation programme “Interreg V-A Greece-Bulgaria”
(CCI n° 2014TC16RFCBO022) — closure letter

Please note that all correspondence should mention the reference and the registration numbers
in the top right-hand corner of this letter.

Your Excellency,

On 13, 16 February and 13 March 2026, the Greek authorities sent via SFC2014 the closure
documents referred to in Articles 138 and 141(1) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013,
concerning the  programme  “Interreg  V-A  Greece-Bulgaria” (CClI n°
2014TC16RFCB022).

On 22 May 2026, the Commission adopted Decision C(2026)3640 on the acceptance of
accounts for the final accounting year, based on which the Commission calculates the
amount chargeable to the Funds in accordance with Article 139(6) of Regulation (EU) No
1303/2013.

Please be informed that the final implementation report sent on 13 February 2026 and
revised on 5 May 2026 is accepted in accordance with Article 50(7) of Regulation (EU)
No 1303/2013. The closure of the programme is carried out considering the information
provided in the submitted closure documents and in the additional information received.

I am writing to inform you about the elements which, according to the information
available to the Commission services, should form the basis for closure (see detailed
calculation in the tables attached):

1) On 9 September 2015, the Commission adopted Decision C(2015)6283
approving certain elements of the cooperation programme “Interreg V-A
Greece-Bulgaria” for support from the European Regional Development Fund
under the European territorial cooperation goal in Greece and in Bulgaria,
which set the contribution from the Funds at EUR 110 241 234. That Decision
was amended by Decision C(2016)8708 of 13 December 2016, which raised
the contribution from the Funds to EUR 110 723 408.

2) The total eligible expenditure entered in the accounts for the final accounting
year amounts to EUR 42 232 712.55 (column D2 in Table 2 of the Annex).

His Excellency Mr loannis Vrailas
Permanent Representation of the
Hellenic Republic to the European Union
Rue Jacques De Lalaing 19-21

1040 Bruxelles

Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIE - Tel. +32 22991111



3) The amount chargeable to the ERDF for the final accounting year is
EUR 34 791 766.94 (column F7a in Table 2a of the Annex).

4) The amount chargeable to the ERDF for all accounting years is
EUR 110 723 408.00 (column F7_C in Table 4 of the Annex).

5) The ERDF amount paid/payable for previous accounting years is
EUR 82 639 660.07 (column CAP in Table 3 of the Annex).

6) The payments made from the ERDF for the final accounting year amount to
EUR 22 557 321.56 (column P in Table 5 of the Annex).

7) Initial pre-financing to be cleared is EUR 3 307 237.02 (column I in Table 5 of
the Annex).

8) The ERDF annual pre-financing for accounting year 2018-2019 to be cleared
IS EUR 2 219 189.35. (column U in Table 5 of the Annex).

9) The ERDF amount recoverable from the Member State for the accounts
submitted in 2020 in accordance with the second subparagraph of Article
139(7) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 is EUR 0.00 (column REC 2018 in
Table 5 of the Annex).

Conclusion:

10) The amount of the ERDF to be paid/recovered: EUR 0.00 (4 -5-6 -7 -8 —
9).

11) The amount of the ERDF contribution to be decommitted: EUR 0.00 (1-4).

Ongoing national investigations and/or suspended operations

Following Annex |1l to the final implementation report, Greece has included in the
accounts for the final accounting year expenditure for operations affected by ongoing
national investigations or suspended by a legal proceeding or by an administrative appeal
having suspensory effect.

The Greek authorities should inform* the Commission services of the outcome of national
investigations, legal proceedings and administrative appeals having suspensory effects.
Where irregularities are established, the Commission will proceed with recovery of the
amounts concerned. Any irregular amounts may be replaced using overbooked expenditure
(if available).

I would like to kindly request the Greek authorities to inform the Commission services
formally no later than two months from the date of receipt of this letter whether the

1 Without prejudice to the irregularity reporting obligations in accordance with Commission Delegated
Regulation (EU) 2015/1970 of 8 July 2015 supplementing Regulation (EU) No 1303No 1303/2013 of
the European Parliament and of the Council with specific provisions on the reporting of irregularities
concerning the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund,
and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (OJ L 293, 10.11.2015, p. 1).
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amounts as determined by the Commission services are accepted or to submit their
observations.

This letter is without prejudice to any ongoing or future procedures related to the legality
and regularity issues concerning the cooperation “Interreg V-A” programme and to the
Commission’s right to apply financial corrections in accordance with Articles 85, 144 and
145 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

The completion of the analysis of the legality and regularity aspects of the documents
submitted in accordance with Article 138(b) and (c) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 for
the final accounting year is notified to the audit authority via the system SFC2014.

The closure of known legality and regularity issues concerning the programme is notified
to the Member State via a separate letter.

Finally, I would like to also remind you that under Article 140(1) of Regulation (EU) No
1303/2013, without prejudice to the rules governing State aid, the managing authority is to
ensure that all supporting documents regarding expenditure supported by the Funds on
operations for which the total eligible expenditure is less than EUR 1 000 0002, are made
available to the Commission and the European Court of Auditors upon request for a period
of three years from 31 December following the submission of the accounts in which the
expenditure of the operation is included. For all other operations, all supporting documents
are to be made available for a two-year period from 31 December following the submission
of the accounts in which the final expenditure of the completed operation is included.

Yours faithfully,

U//@L—\

Themis CHRISTOPHIDOU

Contact person: Maria SIOLIOU, maria.sioliou@ec.europa.eu
Annex: Closure calculation sheet

Copies:

Head of Managing Authority: Ms Maria NEZERITI

Head of Audit Authority: Ms Athinais TOURKOLIA

Head of Certifying Authority: Ms Foteini AKINOSOGLOU

2 A managing authority may also decide to apply to such operations the rule referred to in the paragraph
below (i.e. second subparagraph of Article 140(1) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013)
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